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Franco-Del No. 1 & No. 3, a striking 2006 acrylic on canvas triptych by Ed Moses, 
measures 79 1/2 x 110 1/2 inches and exemplifies the artist's innovative approach to 
abstraction. This expansive work is composed of three distinct yet harmoniously 
integrated panels, each contributing to a dynamic visual narrative. The left panel features 
a bold expanse of deep pine green, and the solid black of the center panel adds further 
depth. These two panels rhythmically set up the rightmost panel, which bursts with 
vigorous, sweeping strokes of gray, black, and white. The textured, almost sculptural 
brushwork suggests movement and depth, its gestural energy punctuated by two vertical 
black lines and a subtle green accent, adding structural tension further enhanced by the 
rust orange border. 

Moses, known for his experimental techniques, employs acrylic to achieve a rich, tactile 
surface that invites close inspection. The work’s large scale amplifies its emotional 
impact, enveloping the viewer in a meditative yet forceful dialogue between order and 
chaos. Created in 2006, this piece reflects Moses’ late-career mastery, blending 
spontaneity with deliberate composition.  

ARTIST BIO:

Ed Moses has been a prominent figure in the Los Angeles art scene for almost 70 years. 
He first exhibited in 1949, and was part of the original group of artists from the Ferus 
Gallery in 1957  – fellow Cool School artist Ed Ruscha also had his first solo exhibition 
there in 1963. Moses’ career was the subject of a major retrospective at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in 1996, and his art was featured in the Pompidou Center’s survey 
exhibition ‘’Los Angeles: Birth of an Artistic Capital, 1955-1985’’ in Paris.
Always working with process and experimenting with materials as a painter, Moses has 
been critically lauded for his bold composition and innovation. Well into his old age, he 
was a prolific fixture of the Los Angeles art scene, and was respected for his 
inventiveness as an artist and his attentiveness to new developments in contemporary 
art.
The artwork of Ed Moses has appeared in exhibitions around the world, and his pieces 
are included in the collections of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, The Art 
Institute of Chicago, the Menil Foundation, the Museum of Modern Art, The Corcoran 
Gallery of Art, the Philadelphia Museum of Art and the Whitney Museum of American 
Art, among others.
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