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Cape Split, Maine

JOHN MARIN (1870-1953)

American painter John Marin set up his studio in Paris where he drew upon ideas from 
both the Post-Impressionists and the budding Modernism of the early 20th century. 
Championed and supported by renowned gallerist Alfred Stieglitz and photographer 
Edward Steichen, Marin returned to the United States, bringing with him the avant-
garde European style of painting that he rooted in the natural landscape. Marin made 
annual trips to Maine, inspired by its coast and landscape. In Cape Split, Maine, Marin 
captures the stark ruggedness of the seacoast.
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After a late start in studying art at the age of 29, John Marin set up his studio in Paris 
where he learned to meld the ideas of post-impressionists and the budding modernism 
of the early 20th century. Championed and supported by renowned gallerist Alfred 
Stieglitz and photographer Edward Steichen, Marin returned to the United States, 
bringing with him the avant-garde European style of painting that he rooted in the 
natural landscape. A 1948 survey of directors, curators, and art critics voted John 
Marin as the greatest painter in America.

Marin made annual trips to Maine, inspired by its coast and landscape. In many of his 
paintings of the coast, Marin captures the stark, ruggedness of the seacoast through 
brushstrokes that push the painting towards abstraction without fulling giving into non-
representation. Within these works, Marin is able to fully realize his idea that “the true 
artist must perforce go from time to time to the elemental big forms – Sky Sea 
Mountain Plain."

Mrs. C. Suydam Cutting, Bernardsville, New Jersey
Downtown Gallery, New York
Mrs. Walter Buhl Ford, II (Josephine F. Ford), Grosse Point Farms, Michigan
Private Collection, Florida, by descent

PROVENANCE:

New York, An American Place, John Marin-Paintings-1945, November 1945-January 
1946
Newark, New Jersey, Newark Museum, From the Collection of Mrs. C. Suydam Cutting, 
February-April 1954

EXHIBITION:

Sheldon Reich, John Marin: Catalogue Raisonné, Tucson, Arizona, 1970, vol. II, no. 45.7, p. 
737, illustrated

LITERATURE:




















