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Nancy Graves (1939 – 1995) is an American artist of international renown. A prolific 
cross-disciplinary artist, Graves developed a sustained body of sculptures, paintings, 
drawings, watercolors, and prints. She also produced five avant-garde films and 
created innovative set designs.

Born in Pittsfield Massachusetts, Graves graduated from Vassar College in 1961. She 
then earned an MFA in painting at Yale University in 1964, where her classmates 
included Robert Mangold, Rackstraw Downes, Brice Marden, Chuck Close, as well as 
Richard Serra with whom she was married from 1964 to 1970. Five years after 
graduating, her career was launched in 1969 when she was the youngest artist — and 
only the fifth woman — to be selected for a solo presentation at the Whitney Museum 
of Art. Graves’ work was subsequently featured in hundreds of museum and gallery 
exhibitions worldwide, including several solo museum exhibitions. She was awarded 
commissions for large-scale site-specific sculptures and her work is in the permanent 
collections of major art museums. A frequent lecturer and guest artist, her work was 
widely documented during her lifetime. In 1991 she married veterinarian Dr. Avery 
Smith. Graves travelled extensively and was fully engaged with the cultural and 
intellectual issues of her times. Her brilliant career and life were cut short by her 
untimely death from cancer at age 54.

(Nancy Graves Foundation)

Gloria Luria Collection in Miami, Florida, acquired directly from the artist
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