


37561

1981

47 x 42 1/2 in.

acrylic on canvas

Signed lower right, "'Frankenthaler'

Mica

HELEN FRANKENTHALER (1928-2011)

One of the most important and influential of the Abstract Expressionists, Helen 
Frankenthaler is famed for her soak-stain method. She thinned oil paint with turpentine 
before pouring it onto unprimed and unstretched raw canvas. This technique allowed 
the paint to spread across the surface while also soaking into the canvas itself, rather 
than sitting on top of a primer. She would call the meeting of colors on the canvas “well-
ordered collisions.”

Frankenthaler’s method would become an impetus for the Color Field branch of 
Abstract Expressionism with Morris Louis citing her as an influence. Her influence was 
so immense, Louis even declared that she was “the bridge from [Jackson] Pollock to 
what was possible.

This painting showcases her switch to acrylics and the combination of technique at 
play – her soak-stain method layered with gestural thick swaths of paint, called impasto.
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respect to the provenance of the Work(s) of Art described and is not part of any warranty.

Helen Frankenthaler (1928-2011) was an American abstract expressionist painter. She 
was a major contributor to the history of postwar American painting. Having exhibited 
her work for over six decades (early 1950s until 2011), she spanned several 
generations of abstract painters while continuing to produce vital and ever-changing 
new work.Frankenthaler began exhibiting her large-scale abstract expressionist 
paintings in contemporary museums and galleries in the early 1950s. She was 
included in the 1964 Post-Painterly Abstraction exhibition curated by Clement 
Greenberg that introduced a newer generation of abstract painting that came to be 
known as Color Field. Born in Manhattan, she was influenced by Hans Hofmann, 
Jackson Pollock’s paintings and by Clement Greenberg. Her work has been the 
subject of several retrospective exhibitions, including a 1989 retrospective at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York City, and been exhibited worldwide since the 
1950s. In 2001, she was awarded the National Medal of Arts.
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