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oil on newsprint

Signed in pencil, lower right, "de Kooning"

Wow

WILLEM DE KOONING (1904-1997)

Willem de Kooning is one of the towering figures of Abstract Expressionism. The 
movement focused on non-representational art that placed primacy on the artist’s 
emotion and mark making. While one of the pioneers of the AbEx movement and a 
leader within “The Irascibles”, pure abstraction did not much interest de Kooning.

 “Wow” presents not just free movement of the brush but the power of de Kooning to 
sculpt color on a flat plane. Despite seeming to be a near complete abstraction of paint 
and form, de Kooning creates an interplay between the color and the brushstrokes and 
the text of the newsprint
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57.15 x 38.1 cm (80.65 x 64.77 x 2.54 cm)

Willem de Kooning (1904-1997) was a Dutch American abstract expressionist artist 
who was born in Rotterdam, Netherlands. de Kooning is included among the artists of 
the New York School, a loosely knit group inspired by the avant-garde. The hallmark of 
de Kooning's style was an emphasis on complex figure ground ambiguity. Background 
figures would overlap other figures causing them to appear in the foreground, which in 
turn might be overlapped by dripping lines of paint, thus positioning the area into the 
background. De Kooning had painted women regularly in the early 1940s and again 
from 1947 to 1949. The biomorphic shapes of his early abstractions were derived from 
objects found in the studio. However, in the 1950's de Kooning began to explore the 
subject of women exclusively, after meeting his future wife Elaine. These works reveal 
inspiration from Pablo Picasso and are important within its historical context 
surrounding the American Feminist Movement.
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