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"House in the Countryside," a rare early oil on canvas by Piet Mondrian circa 1898, offers 
a window into the artist’s pre-abstraction period, likely executed "en plein air." This 
intimate painting, one of approximately 47 works from this phase across various media, 
showcases Mondrian’s early dedication to capturing the essence of place. The 
composition features a modest house set within the landscape, rendered with soft, earthy 
tones and a delicate interplay of light and shadow, reflecting his youthful passion for 
naturalistic depiction. Unlike his later abstract works, which began after he turned 40 
following the 1911 Picasso exhibition that inspired his Cubist turn, these early pieces 
reveal a confident realism that laid the groundwork for his iconic style. 

The works from this period, prior to Mondrian’s shift toward coastal scenes, boats, and 
floral subjects, highlight his penchant for landscape, a theme that subtly persisted in his 
later abstractions, particularly those inspired by the grid-like layout of New York City, 
such as "Broadway Boogie Woogie" (1942-43) and “New York City I” (1942). With early 
landscapes offering a more accessible price point yet holding immense academic 
importance, they attract museums and savvy, thoughtful collectors. Comparable works 
reside in The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Cleveland Museum of Art, and The Art 
Institute of Chicago.  This piece stands as a rare testament to Mondrian’s evolving genius 
and the foundational role of landscape in his oeuvre. The painting’s most recent owner is 
Nicholas Fox Weber, the distinguished art historian, scholar, and president of the Josef 
Albers Foundation. 
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ARTIST BIO:

Piet Mondrian was an influential twentieth century Dutch painter, who travelled and 
painted around the world. He is best known for taking key strides in the field of Cubism, 
an avant-garde artistic style which originated in France at the beginning of the twentieth 
century. He was born in 1872 in the Dutch city of Amersmoot. He was the second of his 
parents children, and the family moved across the country to Winterswijk when his 
father Pieter was appointed head teacher of a local school. His family had a history of 
association with art, with his Uncle being a pupil at the Hague School, a prestigious art 
college, and his father being a qualified art teacher.
This meant that Piet was introduced to and surrounded by artistic ideas from very early 
on in his life, sewing the seeds for his later career. Mondrian initially worked as a primary 
school teacher, but painted as a hobby. His early pieces are of a naturalistic and 
impressionistic styles, often of landscapes of the places he grew up in. It's been observed 
that Mondrian's early work is highly reminiscent of the styles taught and instilled by the 
Hague School, perhaps showing how the artistic influence of his close family rubbed off 
upon him. In 1908 Mondrian became increasingly fascinated by the field of theosophy, 
the study of the mystical and paranormal. His paintings became representations of his 
interests and study of this area.
In 1911 Mondrian left the Netherlands to move to Paris. His move stemmed from an 
interest in the field of Cubism, having seen an inspiring exhibition in Amsterdam earlier 
in the year. Mondrian's original Dutch name was spelt 'Mondriaan', he removed one of 
the letter a's upon moving to Paris as a symbol of the evolution and change in his style. 
He was starting a fresh part of his career and wanted people to know it. Cubism began to 
feature heavily in Mondrian's work, such as his 1912 piece 'The Sea' which features 
interlocking planes and mathematical, geometric shapes and patterns typical of Cubism. 
He was forced to stay in the Netherlands for the duration of the First World War 
between 1914 and 1918. He spent time at the Laren artist's colony, and was influenced 
by the work of artists he met there.
Mondrian published essays attempting to put into words his artistic approach and world 
view, culminating in a theory he called Neoplasticism. After the war finished, Mondrian 
returned to Paris. At this time, Paris was a key place for artistic freedom and liberality, 
and this promoted Mondrian to fully embrace abstract concepts. At this time Mondrian 
began painting grid based works, such as 'Tableau I' in 1921, a series of clearly defined 
squares and rectangles with solid, block colours. Mondrian remained in Paris until 1938, 
and his work took prevalence in galleries and exhibitions in the city. In the mid thirties, 
some of his works were displayed in the 'Abstract and Concrete' exhibitions in England.
As fascism began to take hold of France in the late thirties Mondrian emigrated to 
London. In 1940 he moved to Manhattan, and he stayed here until his death four years 
later. In Manhattan Mondrian constructed highly abstract works with much more 
technical detail than ever before. His piece 'Victory Boogie Woogie' featuring a 
multitude of tiny coloured squares arranged in a geometric pattern demonstrates this 
very well. Mondrian died in 1944 of pneumonia, aged 71. His legacy as a pioneering, 
creative and abstract artist continues to live to this day, with his name and reputation 
centrepiece in his field.
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